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2nd Annual NoVa Mini Maker Faire Set for March 15, 2015 

Makers, Activities and Speakers Announced 
 

(Reston, Virginia, February March 2, 2015)  The NoVa Maker Faire is gearing up for its 
second annual family-friendly event that will bring more than 100 makers to a fun-filled day 
celebrating the diversity of makers across the region. The Faire will take place on March 15, 
2015 from 10am to 5 pm at Langston Hughes Middle School and South Lakes High School 
in Reston, Virginia.  
 
Today, the final plans for the Faire are announced including: participating Makers, activities, 
speakers and sponsors. Makers will share their knowledge through hands-on projects for 
adults and kids on topics ranging from blacksmithing and primitive skills to 3D printing, 
drones and robots to building customized equipment for special needs children to creative 
art-making. Makers will be grouped in neighborhoods by their topic. Neighborhoods include:  
Young Makers, Creativity Lane, Drone Zone, Robotics, 3D Printing Village, Science Lab, 
Flight Path, Sustainability Village, and more. 
 
There’s something for everyone at the Faire. The Chaos Machine is a large marble machine 
that can be modified by participants. Gravity is Optional presents science experiments you 
can do at home. In Top Drones, presented by Nova Labs, you can fly a drone from 
RhinoHawk, to be used to counter poaching in South Africa. The DC Area Drone User 
Group will also demonstrate drone design and capabilities.   
 
Jennifer Gluck of JenmadeIt and Jade Garret will present adaptive equipment for special 
needs children. Jade’s work was recently showcased in the George Mason University 
Alumni magazine.   
 
Area schools will present their programs including makerspaces at Camelot Elementary 
School, Kilmer Middle Schools and Falls Church High School; the STEAM program at South 
Lakes High School which creates an annual public art project on a lake; Robotics program 
at Westfield High School, and the maker program at Loudoun Country Day School.  
 
Several area makerspaces are participating including Nova Labs, the Faire host; George 
Mason University Makers, Techshop Arlington, FredWorks (Fredericksburg) and Staunton 
Makerspace.   
 
Artistic topics include hand spinning yarn, creating art from recycled materials, 3D printed 
artwork, woodworking, and making ArtBots presented by the Children’s Science Center.   
 
A complete list of makers can be found on our website at http://makerfairenova.com/call-for-
makers/meetthemakers/. 
 

http://makerfairenova.com/call-for-makers/meetthemakers/
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There will also be five activities for Faire-goers to try:  Nerdy Derby, Catapults and Ballistas, 
KEVA Planks, GEMS Take Apart Zone and Demo-Vation with UpCycle Creative Reuse 
Center. Nerdy Derby is a no-rules* miniature car building and racing competition inspired by 
the Cub Scouts’ Pinewood Derby. In the Catapults and Ballistas you can explore trajectory, 
torsion, torque, force, and materials using these safe tools. KEVA Planks are addictive 
small building blocks to build and explore with - fun for children and adults. In the GEMS 
Take Apart Zone you can disassemble machines to explore how things work. And then in 
the adjacent Demo-Vation with UpCycle Creative Reuse Center you can create something 
new out of these discarded elements. 
 
The Faire will include eight speakers this year including: Dr. Lance Bush, CEO of The 
Challenger Center for Space Science Education; Jennifer Gluck who creates DIY adaptive 
equipment for special needs children; Vicky Somma, winner 2014 White House 3D Printed 
Design Challenge; and Chris Vo, Chief Scientist at Sentien Robotics and President of DC 
Area Drone User Group. The complete speaker list, speaker bios and schedule can be 
found on the attachment.  
 
A mobile website will be available the week of the Faire to provide a map, schedule, listing 
of makers, speaker schedule and other information, http://m.makerfairenova.com.  
 
Food will be available for sale on site by area food trucks including:  Doug the Food Dude, 
Fava Pot, Hardy BBQ, Mama’s Donut Bites and Tasty Kabob. 
 
Advance tickets are available online now. Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for children 
through March 14, 2015. Tickets at the door are $20 for adults and $8 for children. 
Volunteer opportunities are still available which include a free admission ticket.  Register at 
http://makerfairenova.com/volunteers/.  
 
NoVa Mini Maker Faire is independently organized by Nova Labs and is operated under 
license from Maker Media, Inc.  
 
Sponsors include: Fairfax County Public Schools, Fairfax Connector, The Innovation Fund 
of the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia, Google, AOL, School for Tomorrow, 
Reston Association, and Merrill Lynch. Community partners include: Reston Community 
Center, GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math & Science), and Workhouse Arts Center. Media 
sponsors include Activity Rocket and Reston Association.   
 

# # # 
 
Media Contact:  Jeanne Loveland, contact@makerfairenova.com  (703.467.8465) 
 
Event Details: 

2nd Annual NoVa Mini Maker Faire  
Sunday, March 15, 2015, 10am – 5pm 

South Lakes High School, 11400 South Lakes Dr., Reston, Virginia 
Langston Hughes Middle School, 11401 Ridge Heights Rd, Reston, Virginia 

Tickets: Regular – through 3/14/15 - Adults $15; Children $5 
At the door, 3/15/15 - Adults $20; Children $8 

Purchase at http://makerfairenova.com/attend/tickets 

http://m.makerfairenova.com/
http://makerfairenova.com/volunteers/
mailto:contact@makerfairenova.com
http://makerfairenova.com/attend/tickets


Transportation: Free parking is available at the Wiehle-Reston East Metro station in the County 
garage. Free shuttle bus service will be provided from the south side of the Metro station to 
Langston Hughes Middle School and South Lakes High School.  Only handicapped parking is 
available at the schools.  A bike valet will be available at the event. 
 
Contact  For additional information about the NoVa Mini Maker Faire or volunteer 

opportunities http://makerfairenova.com   
Mobile site http://m.makerfairenova.com 
 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NoVaMiniMakerFaire  
Google+ https://plus.google.com/+Makerfairenova1 
Twitter @makerfairenova 
Pinterest http://www.pinterest.com/makerfairenova/  
 
 
About Nova Labs 
Nova Labs is a community-based Makerspace in Reston, Virginia created in 2011 for the 
purpose of empowering everyone to rediscover the joy of making things. By providing the 
space, resources and mentorship for innovation and creation, Nova Labs creates a model to 
inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers, technologists, and entrepreneurs. 
 
Nova Labs’ mission is to provide a community workshop where people can learn, teach, 
and collaborate on creative and technical works and to promote the usefulness of 
competence in the technical arts. “All kids — and adults — need more encouragement to 
follow their curiosity and be innovative problem solvers,” says Brian Jacoby, president of 
Nova Labs. “The Mini Maker Faire celebrates working with raw materials, engaging kids’ 
minds, and helping them to become critical thinkers.” 
 
About Maker Faire 
Maker Faire is the Greatest Show (and Tell) on Earth—a family-friendly showcase of invention, 
creativity and resourcefulness, and a celebration of the Maker movement. It’s a place where 
people show what they are making, and share what they are learning.  
 
Makers range from tech enthusiasts to crafters to homesteaders to scientists to garage 
tinkerers. They are of all ages and backgrounds. The aim of Maker Faire is to entertain, inform, 
connect and grow this community. 
  
The original Maker Faire event was held in San Mateo, CA in 2006 and in 2014 celebrated its 
ninth annual show with over 1,100 makers and 130,000 people in attendance. World Maker 
Faire New York, the other flagship event, has grown in five years to 830 makers and 85,000 
attendees. Atlanta, Detroit, Kansas City, Orlando, Milwaukee and Rome, Oslo, Tokyo, 
Newcastle, and Shenzhen are the home of “featured” 2014 Maker Faires and over 120 
community-driven, independently organized Mini Maker Faires are now being produced around 
the United States and the world. (www.makerfaire.com  
 
About MAKE Magazine 
MAKE is the first magazine devoted entirely to Do-It-Yourself (DIY) technology projects. MAKE 
unites, inspires, informs, and entertains a growing community of resourceful people who 
undertake amazing projects in their backyards, basements, and garages. MAKE celebrates your 
right to tweak, hack, and bend any technology to your will. 

http://makerfairenova.com/
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Photos  
Photos are available at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9zn14usqterevnq/AACXM4oRuqlH4uUUMD1WiXHQa?dl=0 
 
 
 

   
GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math & 
Science) Take Apart Zone 
Credit - Carl Hutzler 

Blacksmithing 
Credit - Everest Gromoll

 

  
   
Drone from DC Area Drone Group 
credit – DC Area Drone Group

 Solutions for special needs by Jennifer 
 Gluck, Maker and Speaker 
 Credit - Jennifer Gluck 
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Children building with KEVA Planks.   
Over 10,000 KEVA Planks will be 
available for building during the Faire. 
Credit - Ken Scheel, KEVA Planks 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicki Somma, winner 2014 White House 3D 
Printed Design Challenge, will present “3D 
Printing Without a Printer” 
Credit – Vicki Somma 

  



 
Speakers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Speaker Schedule 
All speakers will present in the Langston Hughes Middle School Lecture Hall 
 
11:00 Erik Moon  Decadent Minimalist: From Idea to Product 
11:30 Chris Vo  Drones: Our Toys, Tools, and Aerial Robotic Companions 
12:00 Matthew Wilkins Making a Bamboo Bike and a Movement 
12:30 Vicki Somma  3D printing without a printer 
1:00 Dr. Lance Bush Make to Discover 
1:30 Scott Sklar  The Future of Personal Energy Use 
2:00 Steve Gurney  Inventor, Founder - Pad L Polo 
2:30 Jennifer Gluck  Jen Made It/DIY Adaptive Equipment 
 
 
Speaker Bios 
 
Dr. Lance Bush, CEO of The Challenger Center for Space Science Education 
Dr. Bush brings more than 25 years of leadership, aerospace industry experience and 
entrepreneurial talent to Challenger Center. His broad experience in Washington and within the 
space community includes nearly 20 years of service with NASA and at NASA Headquarters in 
a role spanning human spaceflight, life sciences, commercialization and international relations. 
Mr. Kussmann, who joined Challenger Center in April 2011, brings more than 25 years of non-
profit management and science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education 
experience to his new leadership role. 
 
 
Jennifer Gluck, Solutions for Special Needs 
Jennifer Gluck is an engineer who builds functional solutions for children with special needs. 
Motivated by the needs of her own son with Congenital Muscular Dystrophy, she has built 
everything from PVC walkers to swimming platforms; Spica cast chairs, changing table 
platforms and goofy golf scooters. Jennifer shares her ideas through her website 
www.jenmadeit.com.  
 
Through relationships and internet word of mouth she has built walkers for children with a 
variety of special needs. Most recently a little girl took her first steps with Jen's walker. And a 
family in the Philippines was inspired to design and build a walker to fit the needs of their child 
based on Jennifer's walker design. 
 
  
Steve Gurney, Inventor and founder, padLpolo 
In 2012 Steve Gurney, a certified Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Instructor was lifeguarding via 
SUP for the Annual Lake Swim in his community of Reston, Virginia. There were several other 
lifeguards who played lacrosse and the conversation turned to that sport. Steve thought it would 

http://www.jenmadeit.com/


be fun to take lacrosse sticks out on the water. The following week he strapped one to his 
paddle and threw around a tennis ball.  
 
Steve shared the new activity along with some of the challenges that he faced with his father, 
Jack Gurney, a retired engineer. Jack came up with a brilliant design. The first version was 
created out of wood. Working with Steve's brother, Wes Gurney, the team began prototyping 
using 3D printers, the printer at Langston Hughes Middle School, where Jack volunteers, and 
Nova Labs, where Wes is a member. Several South Lakes High School lacrosse players tested 
the product design along with students at Surf Reston, the SUP instruction business that Steve 
runs. The product now holds a provisional patent and the team is moving towards a first 
production run for the 2015 summer season. 
 
 
Erik Moon  
Mr. Moon has 18 years of technology operations, project management and IT management 
consulting experience in the telecom, data center infrastructure and health IT industries. As an 
entrepreneur, he focuses on bringing new Social Networking and Maker Movement 
opportunities to scale. His skillset is based in bridging the gaps between technical problems and 
management decisions. Erik brings strong technical operations, project management and 
product management experience that ensure success in technology projects. His Kickstarter 
campaign for the Decadent Minimalist wallet raised over $125,000 from nearly 2,000 customers. 
 
 
Scott Sklar, President of The Stella Group 
Scott Sklar runs a clean energy technology optimization and strategic policy firm, The Stella 
Group, Ltd, which he founded in 1995 and came on full time to lead in 1999. The firm facilitates 
clean distributed energy projects for commercial, industrial, and military applications. The firm 
specializes in blending technologies and financing projects, as well as assisting companies’ 
market penetration with a focus on standardized, modular, web-enabled, and interoperable 
systems. 
 
Before The Stella Group, Sklar concurrently served 15 years as Executive Director of two 
national trade associations: the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA) and the National 
BioEnergy Industries Association (NBIA). Previously, Sklar spent two years as Political Director 
of The Solar Lobby, a renewable energy advocacy group founded by the big nine US 
environmental organizations. Prior to joining The Solar Lobby, he served the National Center for 
Appropriate Technology(NCAT)–a federally-funded applied technology institution promoting 
renewables and energy efficiency–in the roles of Washington Director for two years and Acting 
RD&D Director for one year. 
 
Sklar started his energy career serving nine years on the Washington personal and Committee 
staffs of Senator Jacob K. Javits (NY), as a military and energy aide. Sklar co-founded the 
Congressional Solar Caucus in the mid-1970’s, when most renewable energy legislation was 
first passed by the US Congress as a result of the first and second oil embargoes. 
In addition to his work with The Stella Group, Sklar serves on the Boards of Directors of three 
national non-profits: Business Council for Sustainable Energy, Renewable Energy Policy 
Project, and The Solar Foundation. He also serves as Steering Committee Chairman of the 
Sustainable Energy Coalition, composed of the 20+ national energy efficiency and renewable 
energy industry organizations, advocacy groups, think tanks, and environmental groups. 
Sklar is an Adjunct Professor at the George Washington University, teaching a unique 
multidisciplinary sustainable energy course. On November 4, 2010 Commerce Secretary Gary 



Locke approved Sklar’s appointment to the Department of Commerce Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee (RE&EEAC), and was re-approved for a second term on 
December 4, 2012 by Acting Secretary Rebecca Blank to serve through June 2014. Sklar also 
serves as part time Executive Director of the Center for Small Business and the Environment. 
 
 
Vicky Somma, winner 2014 White House 3D Printed Design Challenge 
Vicky Somma is a Maker After Midnight!  During the day, she is the lead developer on a food 
safety application and busy mother to a one-year old and a three-year old.  After bedtime, Vicky 
has been teaching herself Blender, 3D Modeling, and 3D Printing.  Little did she know this 
hobby would take her to the White House!  Vicky’s Library of Congress Ornament was one of 
the winners of the very first White House 3D Printed Design Challenge in 2014. 
 
 
Chris Vo - Chief Scientist at Sentien Robotics, President of DC Area Drone User Group 
Christopher Vo is a roboticist leading technology development for Sentien Robotics. His 
interests are in the area of robustness, scalability, and performance for autonomous robotic 
systems. In 2014, Christopher received his Ph.D. degree in Computer Science from George 
Mason University, where he developed efficient algorithms for control and monitoring of robot 
swarms. He is the President of the DC Area Drone User Group, one of the largest networks of 
civilian drone makers, entrepreneurs, and hobbyists and users in the mid-Atlantic. Through his 
efforts at the DC Area Drone User Group, he has taught hundreds of people how to build and 
operate a drone of their own. 
 
 
Matthew Wilkins, Co-Founder and CEO of Pedal Forward 
Matthew Wilkins is a co-founder of Pedal Forward, an organization providing sustainable 
solutions to poverty and transportation issues through the manufacturing, sale, and use of 
bamboo bicycles. Matt received his B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from The George 
Washington University in 2012 and completed his M.S. in 2014, also in Biomedical Engineering, 
while working as The Dean’s Fellow in the School of Engineering and Applied Science at GW.  
 
He comes from a family of cyclists whose idea of a vacation typically involves enjoying the road 
on two wheels. In addition to his work with Pedal Forward, Matt has worked on the Program 
Team for the Clinton Global Initiative, where he helped identify speakers and generate content 
for the 2014 Clinton Global Initiative Annual Meeting. He also worked as the Transportation 
Commitment Mentor for The Clinton Global Initiative University where he was responsible for 
the development of all transportation related commitments. He currently sits on the Board of 
Directors of The Nyota Fund, a non-profit scholarship fund that provides full academic 
scholarships to secondary school students who exhibit both high academic potential and strong 
financial need in Tanzania’s Ngara District. While his education is in engineering, Matt has a 
passion for international development and public health, and designed and currently teaches a 
course at GW which bridges the gap between all three. 
 
 


